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The factory police in Austria, up to mid-1946, was an organization 25X1X6
confined to guarding factory property. In late 1946, Capt Kuparek,

then advisor of the Communist Party of Ausirie, suggoated that a

general factory police be established in a1l USIA enterprises. The

execution of thisz measure lay in the hands of the managing directors

and the employees?! councils. Most of the factory police at that

time were ists, end thip explaina the fact that there

developed from the old factory police a forece which now has political

and military importance.

In the course of itime, the factory prolice was organized as a paraw
military force in the oil area, St. Poelien, Amstetten and Wienew-
Neustadt. Several groups of factory police which have received military
training, some even by Soviet officers and on Soviet troop training
grounds, are now avallabls.

However, there is no central command of the factory police as is
vished by the Comrmmists, because USTA headquarters ls striectly
opposed to any outside influence in ite enterprises.

Although militant, the factory police (which approximsted 16,000 %o

18,000 men by the end of 1949) camnot be considered a full militery forece,
ap mosi. factory police are insufficiently trained. The number of factory
police who have received a thorough military training may be estimated

at no more than 3000«4000 police in all Austria.

The factory police in the USIA enterprises is divided inte four groups,
stationed as follous:

Group 1t Zimtersdorf; this group alsc has charge of all oil refineries
and the enterprises of the Danube shipping company.

Group 2: Lower Austiria

Group 3: ,Bu?genland
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Group 4: Vienna.
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Gustav Wegorer, an engineer and authorized agent of the KPOe Contral
Comrittee for factory police matters,is now conferring with

Soviet dirsctors of the USIA enterprises to discuss possibilities

of centralizing the factory police. He plens the activation of
from four to aix groups of factory poliece units, organized
ascording to age and military training, Publication of a

monthly factory police periodical and centralized direction of

the factory police are also plamned.

From persons elose to engineer Wegmerer it was learned that

several directores of USIA tnterprises aprrove this plan, while
others are opposed to a central command of the factory police. They
argue that the factory podics would then cease serving exelusively
the interests of theilr enterprises.

Engineef Wegerer'ts plan calls for obligatory military training
of from one to three hours daily, training which is to be paid
in full by the factories.

The Zistersdorf factory police is said to have 200 rifles,
40 submachine guns, 36 heavy machine guns and 2,000 rounds of
ammunition. The origin of these arms 1s not known.

25X1A6a

mment:  According to an unprocessed report on
e tactory police, dated 10 Februery 1950, the persommel
and equipment of the factory police had not changed sinsce
nid-December 1949; plans were under way, however, for the
resumption of military training in the factories in March
1950.
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